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ACCC discussion paper on new digital services
Dear Mr Wing,

The ABC thanks the ACCC for the opportunity to comment on the decision-making criteria that might
be used in assessing access regimes proposed by persons seeking to apply for Channel B
datacasting transmitter licences under section 118B of the Radiocommunications Act 1992. The
Corporation’s interest is as a potential access seeker to mobile television platforms that may be
mounted using Channel B spectrum.

The ABC regards mobile television as a potentially important new broadcasting technology. It has
been an active participant in the recent DVB-H mobile television trials in Sydney. Should the
successful bidder for a Channel B licence use it to create a mobile television multiplex, the ABC would
be potentially interested in seeking to provide one or more channels for that service.

The broadcasting industry is subject to certain conditions that distinguish it from other industries and
should be taken into account when establishing criteria for assessing access regimes proposed by
persons seeking to apply for a Channel B licence. In particular, Australian media policy seeks to
ensure that viewers are able to receive information from a diverse range of sources. In the
broadcasting industry, this diversity is preserved and enhanced by the balance of complementary
national, community, commercial and subscription broadcasting sectors. This sectoral balance should
continue to apply to any new form of broadcasting platform, such as mobile television.

It should be noted that these sectors operate on different funding models, as a result of which a
simple, price-based mechanism for accessing channels may discriminate against non-commercial
broadcasters and undermine the objective of sectoral diversity.

The ABC believes that Australian consumers will regard mobile television as a new form of
broadcasting. As such, they will expect to see a continuation of the broadcasting industry’s current
sectoral diversity. They will expect mobile television to carry the free-to-air channels that they currently
able to receive, including those of the ABC, such as ABC Television and ABC2.

The ABC proposes that the ACCC’s decision-making criteria for the acceptance of undertakings in
relation to Channel B licences should favour those proposed access regimes that make provision for



the national broadcasters on terms that do not discriminate against them as publicly-funded
organisations.

This could be achieved by extending the proposed decision-making criteria set out on pages 12 and
13 of the discussion paper to state that the ACCC is to have regard to the need to make provision for

the national broadcasters on non-discriminatory terms when assessing access regimes.

Should you have any further questions in relation to this submission, the contact officer is Dr David
Sutton, who can be reached by phone on (02) 8333 2429 or by email at sutton.david@abc.net.au.

Yours faithfully,

Murray Green
Director, Corporate Strategy and Communications
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