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Farewell to ABC Chairman

After ten and a half years as Chairman of the ABC, Donald McDonald AC
concludes his period at the national broadcaster on 31 December 2006. He will
be farewelled at an ABC function on 19 December, attended by the Prime Minister
of Australia John Howard, ABC staff, friends, colleagues and other guests.

In a final public address as Chairman, Mr McDonald delivered the Flinders
University annual Investigator Lecture: A Decade of Difference: Renewal of the
ABC where he reflected on his time at the helm of the ABC. The full speech is
available at abc.net.au/corp/ Here is an edited extract.

The ABC is more a part of our lives now
than it was in 1996, yet its success was
never as inevitable as it might now appear.

In 2006, we have a vibrant, confident
ABC that is not just part of an Australia
we all remember, but of an Australia that
is yet to be. It is now dawning on people
that here is the real story of the ABC,
though they might have missed it. That
instead of decline, the ABC has instead
been renewed and revitalised. That
instead of a reduced presence, it is more
viable now than at any time in the past.
That it is active now on so many more
fronts, in so many new ways; that it addresses
the broadest possible audience.

The ABC’s cultural and business evolution
over the past decade has prepared the ABC
for the coming decade. The digital
environment has accelerated innovation, and
the ABC has been there, at the frontier of that
change over the past ten years.

While innovation’s always risky — someone
has to kiss a lot of frogs before they find the
prince — the ABC has dedicated itself to it.
Today ABC Online reaches 2.2 million unique
users a month — that’s one in five of
Australia’s active internet population.
Eighteen months ago we hadn’t even heard
the word podcasting. Now over 2 million
ABC programs are podcast each month. Our

five radio networks and three digital radio
services reach up to 6 million Australians
each week, and 13 million watch ABC TV.
And we now have sixty local radio stations,
and sixty local websites to work with them. In
digital television, ABC 2 is leading the way.

In May this year, having finally broken a
fifteen year pattern of defeat surrounding
ABC triennial funding submissions, the ABC
received an additional $30 million for
television drama and documentaries, $13.2
million to sustain and enhance regional and
local programming across Australia, and an
additional $45 million to ensure the ABC has
the infrastructure it needs to service the
length and breadth of the country.

Today, people no longer question the future of
the ABC. Today the ABC stands a far better
chance of being the vigorous, energetic,
progressive, properly funded organisation it
should be than it has for over twenty years.
Stands a better chance of being the ABC of the
future we will all, in the future, need it to be.

So many people think the ABC is really worth
defending and supporting. It has been my
privilege to have been one of those people. To
have been one of those many Australians
who want to ensure the ABC will remain with
us, giving something to generation after
generation of Australians in the future as it
has in the past. And it will do that.

This is the final hardcopy issue of Inside the ABC. It will be available as an e-newsletter
from 2007. If you would like to subscribe, please go to

abc.net.au/corp/pubs/aboutupdate.htm. We thank our loyal readers for your support and
wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.




oqe oy episul [N\D

Building Social Fabric

In 2001, the Commonwealth Government provided the
ABC with additional funding for National Interest
Initiatives (NII). This has allowed the ABC to introduce
new programs and services that reflect the needs of state
and regional communities. It has contributed to the
establishment of four new regional radio stations in
Ballarat (Victoria), Wagin (WA), Katherine (NT) and
Erina (NSW).

NIl funding has also allowed the ABC to employ 25 Radio
Online producers. Through their work, the ABC has been
able to offer more distinctive programming and content

- == that reflects the stories of
. regional Australia. This
- content is designed
specifically for the ABC
- Local Radio Backyard
~ web portal and other
| ABC platforms. This
| month Inside the ABC
caught up with one of
§ the ABC’s 25 innovative
® Local Radio Online
producers —  Jane
Munro.

Jane began her career
with ABC Local Radio in Wagga Wagga as a Mornings
Producer in the early 1990s. During this time, she was
awarded a United Nations Media Award for a radio
documentary on Aboriginal language preservation
programs in NSW. Jane was also awarded the most
Outstanding Current Affairs Report on Young People and
Youth Issues in the NSW Youth Media Awards.

A fifth generation local from the Lismore area, Jane has
a strong connection to the Far North Coast of NSW.
‘After travelling, | returned to the ABC as an Online
producer at ABC North Coast after being introduced to
the dynamic and rapidly evolving world of Local Radio
online.’

‘l am a cross-media storyteller — enabling people in the
community to tell their stories on a range of platforms
provided by a trusted organisation.

‘I was asked recently by a friend what | did for a living, |
responded with ‘I build social fabric’ — this means being
part of an organisation that engages, informs and

entertains our local community.

‘I also see my role as a risk taker and innovator — ABC
Local Radio is moving rapidly towards a digital future —
the challenge is getting those stories to our audience on
the platform they want to receive them on.’

As a cross-media Online producer Jane has the ability to
tell stories using video, audio, text or photos. ‘Its all about
adding value,’ says Jane.

As part of her role, Jane provides one story a month to
ABC2 to be broadcast on the Australia Wide program.
‘When | am shooting a video story | use the camera to
acquire everything | need to publish on a range of
platforms. | will shoot the story for video, edit that and
send it to Sydney for broadcast on ABC2 on Australia
Wide. The video is available for four weeks as video on
demand on their website.

‘I extract the audio from the video package, and
sometimes broadcast that audio unchanged as a
complete radio package. | then extract still images from
the video to accompany a text article. That and a
compressed version of the video is published on our local
website.’

At the beginning it took courage and concentration to
pull stories together for different platforms, but she has
since found it ‘exhilarating to understand the possibilities
that new technologies offer us as storytellers.’

One of Jane’s most enjoyable projects was working as
lead producer for coverage of the 2006 Byron Bay
Writers Festival. ‘We had two content producers and a
developer located onsite providing comprehensive
coverage of the event from the festival venue,” says
Jane. ‘We pushed out over 17 hours of audio over 3 days
in a podcast of the event, published 18 comprehensive
articles with photos and audio and | filmed, edited and
wrote a festival coverage piece for ABC2’s Australia
Wide program. This coverage can still be accessed
online.” (abc.net.au/northcoast/byronwritersfestival/)

‘We are exploring a rapid change in the media driven by
new technologies. There is effectively a media revolution
going on and | am happily a part of it.’

You can see Jane’s work at abc.net.au/northcoast

Margaret and David — 20 Years Together

Margaret Pomeranz and David Stratton, Australia’s favourite movie critics celebrated
two decades together as television co-hosts last month. The presenters of ABC TV’s At
The Movies are the quintessential odd couple, but it is their on air banter that has kept
audiences entertained over the last 20 years. When speaking of his relationship with
Margaret, David says there is something mysterious about the dynamic between them
that works for viewers. Despite the squabbles on and off screen, Margaret says that her
partnership with David has been built upon mutual respect and that the pair shares an
enormous affection for one another.

Margaret and David will be back with At the Movies in 2007. ‘One more year on ABC
and then we will be 21,” Margaret jokes.



Now in ABC Shops

STEPFATHER OF THE BRIDE

Stepfather of the Bride is the work of Australian writer Geoffrey Atherden, who
was the genius behind the legendary ABC program Mother and Son. Talented
Australian actors including William Mclnnes, Noni Hazelhurst, Gary
McDonald and Alex Dimitriades star in this comedy about a modern wedding.
Stepfather of the Bride takes a light-hearted look at the complicated web spun
by today’s families, extravagant celebrations and three generations of love

and marriage.

CELEBRITY HOMECOOKED

Celebrity Homecooked invites you to dine with some of Australia’s favourite
people. With recipes and interviews compiled by Dylan Brookes and Chloe
Waterlow, Celebrity Homecooked is an intimate and fun collection of 50
recipes and food inspired memories from the not so famous kitchens of
Australia’s most inspiring and enduring celebrities. Join your favourite stars in
the kitchen, including Jay Laga’aia, Molly Meldrum, Amanda Keller and

Michael Parkinson.

OPERATUNITY OZ

ABC TV’s Operatunity Oz went in search of Australia’s next opera singing
sensation. The nation watched as six ordinary Australian’s with extraordinary
voices emerged from a field of almost 2000 entrants to reach the finals,
competing for a chance to sing in the fully staged Opera Australia production
of Rigoletto. This CD presents the thrilling recording debut of winner David
Parkin, runners up Roy Best and Emily Burke, and finalists Renae Lopez,
Jodie McGuren and John Roehrig.

Maxine McKew leaves the ABC

Award winning journalist Maxine McKew is leaving the ABC after three decades
as one of the national broadcaster’s most familiar and respected faces.

‘This is more than likely the end of my broadcasting career,” says Maxine. ‘I’'ve
been luckier than most and over a thirty year stretch the ABC has provided
me with some golden opportunities. The fact is I've done everything in
journalism that | ever wanted to do, having served time as a political
correspondent, foreign correspondent and anchored some of the network’s
most prestigious shows.’

Maxine first joined the ABC in Brisbane in 1967 as a cadet reporter for the
original This Day Tonight program. The early years of her career saw her
working on Nationwide in Adelaide and Canberra in the 1980s and later as
news anchor and reporter on the Carlton/Walsh Report. She was then
appointed to the ABC’s Washington Bureau in 1986.

Maxine first gained a national profile in the mid 1990s when Kerry O’Brien
moved into the anchor position for the 7.30 Report, leaving the position open
for Maxine to become the full time presenter of Lateline. In this capacity, she
has interviewed a host of national and international figures, including Tony
Blair, Madelyn Albright and Benjamin Netanyahu.

The ABC'’s Director of News and Current Affairs, John Cameron said Maxine
McKew’s decision to leave was accepted with regret. ‘Maxine has been an
ABC jewel, and we’re sorry she won’t be gracing our screens from 2007. She
leaves a big gap in our senior ranks, but goes with our very best wishes for
the future.’

‘The ABC has been a place that’s nurtured and stretched me. It’s also given
me some life-long friendships with some wonderful individuals.’” says Maxine.

In Brief

| The ABC Music label W ‘?

awarded two ARIA Awards (j
October 29. The Wiggles won thel 2
sixth ARIA for Best Chlldrens
Album for Racing to the Rainbow,
and Best Blues and Roots Album
went to The Audreys for Between
Last Night and Us. Earlier at the
ARIA Fine Arts Awards, ABC
Classics was awarded Best Classical
Album for Richard Tognetti’'s
recording of Bach’s Sonatas and
Partitas for solo violin, making it
ABC Classics’ 13" consecutive win.

u ABC Radio and the AFL
have reached an agreement for the
broadcast of AFL football for
seasons 2007 - 2009. The rights
package reaffirms ABC Local
Radio’s status as the leading sports
broadcaster in Australia, reaching
over 95% of Australians. ABC Local
Radio will broadcast a minimum of
five matches every weekend,
including Finals and matches
played on Public Holidays.

[ | Production has begun on
ABC TV’s new series, Summer
Heights High. Written by and
starring Chris Lilley, creator of the
award winning We Can Be Heroes,
the eight part series is set in a
suburban high school. Continuing
Lilley’s successful mockumentary
format, Summer Heights High will
take a satirical look at the
contemporary realities of Australian
school culture.

] ABC Managing Director
Mark Scott announced 24-year-old
Conor Duffy as the winner of the
tenth Andrew Olle Scholarship.
Conor completed an ABC cadetship
in 2005 and has worked as a bi-
media journalist filing stories for
television and radio. Conor was
posted to the ABC’s Townsville
Bureau earlier this year. He set up
the one man news bureau in
Innisfail in the wake of Cyclone
Larry. Conor plans to focus on
acquiring specialist knowledge on
national security and terrorism
issues during his Scholarship year.
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More Australian-made programs for 2007

ABC Director of Television Kim Dalton launched ABC
TV's 2007 production slate in Sydney this month. At a
function held in Ultimo Studio 22, Mr Dalton told guests
that ABC TV would deliver an additional 15 hours of
Australian drama and 25 hours of Australian
documentaries to audiences in 2007 as a result of the
additional $30 million over the next three years,
announced by the Federal government this year.

‘We have commissioned an additional three drama series
to go into production in 2007, on top of the 7.5 hours
commissioned earlier this year, giving us a total of 22.5
hours of new drama production. In the last financial year,
ABC TV commissioned 25 hours of Australian
documentaries. This current year we anticipate reaching
our target of 50 hours.

‘2007 is the year ABC TV wants to focus on the
stimulating, contemporary and dynamic Australian made
programs we have on offer,” Mr Dalton said.

2007 highlights include:

B East of Everything, 6 x 1 hour series produced by
Deb Cox (Seachange, Crashburn), Fiona Eagger
(Society Murders, Crashburn) and Roger Monk (The
Secret Life of Us). East of Everything is a drama series
with a heightened sense of serendipity.

B Bed Of Roses, 6 x 1 hour drama, produced by Mark
Ruse (Kath & Kim, The Games) and Stephen Luby
(Crackerjack). A delightful series about how one woman
handles her life when she discovers her husband has died
in the arms of another woman, leaving her flat broke. The
road is very bumpy, but often funny.

B The Librarians, 6 x 30' drama/comedy series
produced by and starring the multi-talented and multi-
tasking Wayne Hope and Robyn Butler. Wayne will also
direct. Both have recently been seen in Boytown. Life
unravels for The Librarians as they hurtle towards the
event of the year — Book Week! It's about love, betrayal
and revenge.

B Rachel Ward is signed to play Kate McDonald in
Rain Shadow, a co-production with Southern Star. This
six-part drama series is set in rural Australia, with two
outstanding female lead characters. It goes into
production early next year and will screen in 2007.

B The other drama in production in early 2007 will be
a 90-minute telemovie called Valentine’s Day, set in a
small country town with only two things going for it — a
pie factory and a footie team.

B 2007 will also see Ted Robinson of the Big Gig,
Good News Week and Glass House fame producing a
weekly 1 hour topical comedy program. It will feature
sketch, stand-up and music content.

B ABC TV also welcomes back Wendy Harmer. Wendy
is going to be telling us about Stuff, both hers and ours,
in a 4 x 30" series written and narrated by her.

m  Jeff McMullen also returns to ABC TV, hosting
Difference Of Opinion in 2007. Difference Of Opinion will
showcase solutions and debate ideas each Monday night
at 9.30 for 12 weeks.

B Following the trial vodcast of The Chasers War On
Everything this year there was a 25% increase in
audience for the TV program. In 2007 the ABC will be
vodcasting 20 to 25 programs each week.

Obituary
Wally Foreman (1948-2006)

Wally Foreman worked in the sports media for more than
30 years. He started as a journalist with The West
Australian newspaper in 1972 before joining the ABC
Sporting Department in 1975. During his long career,
Wally covered a wide range of
international events including four

Olympic Games, five
Commonwealth Games, Test
cricket, and Davis Cup tennis, the
Australian Open Tennis
Championships, World Cup
athletics, world hockey

tournaments and the Pacific
Conference Games. He has also
covered AFL football, NBL basketball and a variety of
national championships.

In 1984 Wally was appointed the inaugural Director of the
Western Australian Institute of Sport (WAIS), a position
he held for more than 17 years. Under his direction WAIS
earned a reputation as a world class provider for elite
athletes and a national leader in its field. He was involved
in the development and implementation of the Olympic

Athlete Program in the lead-up to the Sydney Olympic
Games and was a consultant to the Queensland and
Tasmania Governments on the establishment of sports
institutes in those states. Wally retired from WAIS in
September 2001 and resumed his career with the ABC
Local Radio Sports Department.

He was made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in
2003 for his services to sport and in 2000 was named
WA Citizen of the Year (Sport). He is also a recipient of
the Australian Sports Medal. Wally is survived by wife
Lyn and two sons, Glenn and Mark.

Geoff Duncan, State Director WA

A funeral and memorial service attended by over 2000
people at Challenge Stadium in Perth was broadcast live
on ABC Local Radio across WA on 9 November. A special
one hour television program, ‘Wally’ was broadcast on 10
November that included moments from the memorial
service and interviews with people that knew Wally best.
Over 2300 messages have been posted on the ABC 720
Perth guest book.



